




Arborilogical Trains City Employees

The City of Allen Park and Recreation Department and
Arborilogical Services, Inc. (A.S.I.) joined together in an
effort to better train their employees in the art of Tree
Climbing. The seminar was given by our own Kevin Bassett
and included knot tying, fall protection, and hands on rope
and saddle climbing. The seminar closed with an entertaining
climbing demonstration by Ms. Susan Campbell, City of
Allen Urban Forester and Steve Barrett, A.S.I. General
Manager (his first climb since childhood)!  Do not look for
Steve or Susan to compete in a Tree Climbing Championship
anytime soon. Thank you Kevin for your continuing
commitment to the training, safety, and professionalism of
others in our industry. 

Your Arborist Can Help You Save $$$
When Buying or Selling a Home 

We all understand the value of the inspection process in
real estate transactions.  But did you ever think about what
your Arborist can offer to the process?  If you are considering
buying or selling a home, please contact us to arrange for a
pre-closing inspection.

Unfortunately, many of our clients that recently
purchased new or remodeled homes requested our services
because their trees have begun to decline.  The damage or
stress placed on these trees is most often directly related to
the construction process.  Poor planning or poor execution
when building near trees is very common.  For more
information, look at our article on "Construction Injury to
Trees" at our web site www.arborilogical.com.

Again, please contact us to schedule a visit.  This small
step could save a great deal of aggravation AND money.

DID YOU KNOW???
1) Black Cherry, Prunus serotina, is

second to Black Walnut, Juglans nigra,

in price per board foot.  The red-

colored heartwood makes it attractive

in woodworking.  The fruit was once

used for wines, pies, and jellies; even

though the fruit contains cyanide.  This

chemical compound is destroyed

during the cooking process.  The fruit

is also a favorite food for birds,

squirrels, and rodents.

2) Loquat, Eriobotrya japonica, is referred

to by the Chinese as “dew drop”

because of a refreshing tea made from

its foliage.  The fruit tastes like a cross

between an apricot and a peach.  

3) Carolina Basswood, Tilia caroliniana,

has some unique specialty uses like

frames for bee honeycombs, artist

charcoal, and piano keys.  Because of

the straight even grain it is one of the

best native woods for carving and

whittling.  The flowers make a white

colored honey that can be used in a

nerve soothing tea which also has

therapeutic qualities for colds, coughs,

and sore throats.  

4) Black Tupelo, Nyssa sylvatica, can be

identified by its horizontal branching

structure with black mottling on the

undersides of the l imbs.  Typical

settings are moist woodlands along

streams and creeks.  The trunks tend

to be hollow which is somewhat ironic

for the area in which it grows.  These

hollows make great dens for wildlife.

The flowers also make a good honey.  

5) The gum exuded from the bark of Gum

Bumelia, Bumelia lanuginosa, can be

chewed and is called “chicady” by

children.  This tree also has a biblical

reference.  The Ark of the Covenant

was made from Shittamwood (Exodus

25:10).  Gum Bumelia is also known as

Chittamwood.  The similarity between

the two common names is obvious. 

F.Y.I. 
If you received a letter regarding our owner’s recent health

issues, we are pleased to report significant progress.  
Mr. Houser has returned to work on a limited basis, and

his health continues to improve.  Thanks to all of you who
have expressed your concerns and best wishes!



Perhaps you have noticed your Live Oaks
dropping new leaves this spring.  The moist
conditions of the past winter and early spring, in
conjunction with seasonably cool temperatures, has
allowed a number of fungal diseases to develop on
the leaves of many of our shade trees.  One of these
more prevalent this year is Oak Anthracnose.  This
disease infects the foliage of nearly all Oak species.
It is most prevalent in our Live Oaks this year.
Although it can cause problems, generally this
disease is not a serious threat to the long-term
health of the tree.

The spores of the fungus infect young supple
leaves just emerging in the spring.  After a period of
rapid infection, the leaves begin to fall.  Symptoms
are evident on a portion of the leaf and are
expressed by the margin of the new leaf turning
brown or becoming necrotic.  This area of browning
is usually along one of the leaf margins, causing the
leaf to become curled and fall to the ground.  Not
all infected leaves fall.  In fact, many will remain on
the tree throughout the season causing the overall
appearance of the tree to look a bit odd.  Trees in
areas of little air movement and those with thick,

dense foliage are most readily infected.  The lower,
inside canopy usually exhibits the most intense
symptoms, as these leaves dry more slowly.

Temperatures consistently over 80-85 degrees
Fahrenheit cause the infection cycle to cease.
Fortunately, the portions of the canopy that drop
leaves will, produce new leaves.  Single year
infections rarely cause much damage to the tree.  If
the disease repeats next season and infects a larger
portion of the tree, preventative fungicide
applications may be needed. Foliar sprays, which
reduce the incidence of the disease, should begin
when the new leaves appear in March.  It usually
requires 2-3 applications at 21-30 day intervals to
adequately manage this disease.  If evidence of the
disease is observed in late spring or early summer,
foliar sprays are normally not recommended.  Your
arborist may however, recommend deep root
fertilization in order to encourage the production of
new leaves and improve the overall health and vigor
of the tree.

Of course, if you have any further questions
regarding Oak Anthracnose, Live Oaks, or trees in
general, we are here for you.

PATHOLOGIST’S CORNER

Oak Anthracnose


